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Paul and Abigail Vella, Co-Owners
Paul’s Philadelphia Eatery, LLC

Selected as a 2007 Business Startup Most Likely to Succeed
February 2008

Running a successful business is a numbers game.  It is desirable for some numbers, revenues and profits for example, to be as big as possible.  Other numbers, such as expenses, should be as small as possible.  It is a simple concept, but often extremely difficult to do in the real world.
At their first meeting with a Business Consultant at the Small Business Development Center, it was obvious that Paul and Abigail Vella are numbers people.  They arrived with complete cost calculations for every item on their proposed menu.  Bob Pettit, SBDC Business Consultant, worked with the Vellas to develop a business plan.  “With several years experience of working with aspiring entrepreneurs, I have never had anyone exhibit so much preparation for their first meeting,” Pettit said.

Within five weeks, they had completed a great business plan and received loan approval.  However, it took another six to seven months to find and secure the building location.  In mid-February 2008, the Vellas had secured a building and provided this update:  “We have tile in the kitchen and restrooms. Toilets, HVAC and the hood are being installed.  The painter is working furiously.  Subfloors are being installed.  We hope to lay the hardwood this weekend.  The sign will be hung next week.  We’re waiting on the electrician, the plumber, the flooring installer, the sprinkler folks, the fire marshal, the building inspector and DHEC.  But I think we have our ducks in a row!”  
As of February 2008, Abigail had re-upholstered 50 chairs in a week and will continue to work on the booths while Paul works on the floors.  “We hope to open in 3-4 weeks,” she says.
“It has been a great pleasure to work with Paul and Abigail,” Pettit reports.  “I can’t wait to see the doors finally open at Paul’s Philadelphia Eatery.”   ###

===============================================================

Contact Information:

Abigail W. Vella

219 Larkhall Lane
Newberry, SC 29108-9239

Phone 803-210-2646
Email Abigail.vella@erac.com
Paul’s Philadelphia Eatery, LLC

931-A Senate Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Website www.paulsphiladelphiaeatery.com
Email paulsphillyeats@bellsouth.net
Phone: (not available)

Hours: Monday-Friday 6:30 AM to 7:00 PM 

Hours: Saturday 11:00AM to 7:00 PM

Bob Pettit, Business Consultant and Columbia Area Manager

USC SBDC Columbia Area Office

Moore School of Business
1705 College Street, Room 656

Columbia, SC 29208

Phone 803-777-5118

Email bobpettit@moore.sc.edu













