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Debra Stringfield, Owner
Central Carolina Performing Arts Center, LLC

Selected as a 2007 Business Startup Most Likely to Succeed

February 2008

With more than two decades of dance instructor experience under her belt, Debra Stringfield wanted to move quickly when she got the opportunity to purchase an existing dance studio.  However, Debra’s stars weren’t aligned for rapid movement.  Her first meeting with the Small Business Development Center was in August 2006.  From that day forward, obstacle after obstacle kept popping up, but Debra was persistent in attacking each obstacle as they showed their ugly heads.  

One obstacle was an erroneous entry on her credit report.  Then the selected building had leaks and proved unsuitable.  Debra also needed guidance in how to write a business plan.  Defining the potential market was a challenge.  With Debra’s limited experience with financial reports, preparing the financial projections was also a challenge.  But Debra worked diligently through all these problems and more.
It took 12 meetings and 16 months for Debra to slay all the dragons.  Finally, her loan was approved in December 2007 and the new pole-building was ordered.  In February 2008, the grading permit was finally issued and work began on Debra’s new building.
To Debra’s credit, her lender proudly proclaimed that her business plan was among the best he had ever seen.
“She was tenacious to solve problems as they became apparent.  She never gave up and always approached each challenge with a smile.  I am so proud of Debra.  Her business will serve the community well.  She is a natural choice for recognition as a 2007 Business Startup Most Likely to Succeed,” says Bob Pettit, Business Consultant with the SBDC.    ###
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Contact Information:
Debra Stringfield
Central Carolina Performing Arts Center, LLC

940 South Lee Street
Batesburg, SC 29006
Phone: 803-960-3241,  Email: dstringfield57@hughes.net
Bob Pettit, Business Consultant and Columbia Area Manager
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